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PUBLIC ART REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) 

The City of Tonganoxie, with a population of 5,195, is strategically located in northeast Kansas in the 
Kansas City metropolitan area. http://www.gotonganoxie.org/about/location/ 

Tonganoxie enjoys low crime, high-quality schools, a retail and service community, and parks and trails 
while combining a slice of country living, genuine hospitality, and business opportunity. 
https://www.tonganoxie.org/  

Tonganoxie derives its name from an honorary chief of the Delaware tribe that once occupied land 
throughout what is now Leavenworth County and western Wyandotte County. The City of Tonganoxie 
which was established on July 21, 1866 is rich in its history. http://www.gotonganoxie.org/live/history/  
https://www.tonganoxie.org/visitors/history-of-tonganoxie  

Tonganoxie has come a long way in the last 150 years; a city formed through friendship and trust 
between white men and the American Indians. The city has remained a close tight-knit community 
throughout the years and still has a bright future ahead of it, with the advancement of businesses and 
education.  

The Project 

The Tonganoxie Retail and Commercial Development Committee has obtained a grant and funding for 
two murals to be painted in downtown Tonganoxie in 2015.  Through this project it is our goal to give a 
visual voice to the City of Tonganoxie. We intend for the mural creation to be a collaborative effort 
between the individuals and groups within our community and to reflect the spirit and history of 
Tonganoxie. Upon completion of these two murals we hope to have generated a force that is unique and 
powerful and will move the community to proceed with other mural projects throughout the town with the 
goal of transforming Tonganoxie into a pictorial community.  Through this project we feel we will tell the 
stories of Tonganoxie and through that telling we will build up the individuals, the groups and the 
businesses within Tonganoxie.  

In an effort to streamline this process, we intend to create a pool of prequalified artists.  The purpose of 
this pool is to make it easier for such artists to indicate their interest without having to go to the effort of 
sending materials each time.  Having a pool of prequalified artists also makes it efficient for the Retail and 
Commercial Development Committee to address future mural projects as funding and time permit, and to 
turn projects around more quickly. 

Being named as a prequalified artist means that the Retail and Commercial Development Committee will 
have already reviewed and approved your experience and your skill.  The entire pool will be reviewed for 
a good match between artist, site and project. From this pool, the RCDC will choose a finalist group for 
the particular call for artists. The finalists will be interviewed, given the parameters of the project, and a 
stipend will be provided for the development of proposals for the particular project.  

The designation of pre-qualified artist will last for three years and then the artist will need to again send 
his or her materials in response to another prequalification call for mural artists. 

http://www.gotonganoxie.org/about/location/
https://www.tonganoxie.org/
http://www.gotonganoxie.org/live/history/
https://www.tonganoxie.org/visitors/history-of-tonganoxie
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Mural Artist Prequalification Program 

Date Posted: 02-11-2015 
Deadline date: 4:30 p.m. on 03-13-2015 
Organization: Retail and Commercial Development Committee 
City: Tonganoxie, Kansas 

Mural Artist Prequalification Program 

The Retail and Commercial Development Committee of Tonganoxie, Kansas seeks to establish a pool of 
highly qualified artists and artist teams for open calls and commissioning opportunities for outdoor murals 
(wall-based artwork) over the next several years. 

Artists who qualify will be eligible for selection for mural projects.  These projects will be modest in nature 
with budgets generally not exceeding $10,000.  Budgets are inclusive of design, travel, artists’ fees, 
materials, labor, rentals, liability insurance coverage of $1 million, subcontracts, and all other costs 
associated with the design and production of mural artwork. 

Eligibility 

 Artists working in all media and styles are encouraged to apply.

 Artists must be at least 18 years of age and live in the United States.

 Applicant artists and artist teams must demonstrate the ability to design and successfully complete
large-scale, exterior, wall-based work.

 The Retail and Commercial Development Committee does not discriminate on the basis of race,
gender, religion, age, national origin, sexual orientation, or disability.

 Qualifications by City employees or their immediate family, and members of the Retail and
Commercial Development Committee or their immediate family will not be considered.

Selection Criteria 

Submissions will be evaluated based on the following: 

 Artistic quality:  artist’s submission displays a record of appropriate, yet innovative, concepts
brought to a site or project, and documents creative and stylistically distinctive solutions to design
and site challenges.

 Aesthetic sensibility:  artist’s work displays an aesthetic that would be desirable for a project for
Tonganoxie.

 Technical ability:  artist’s submission indicates skill with materials and techniques similar to those
that would be required for likely projects.

 Experience:  artist’s submission has indicated familiarity with clients and conditions similar to those
that would be used on likely projects, or has demonstrated the ability on past projects to quickly
acquire the skills needed to be successful on a project similar to what the artist will encounter in
Tonganoxie.

 Process:  artist’s materials indicate that the working relationship will be pleasant and the completed
project will successfully meet likely challenges, including completing all documentation and
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managing the given project budget. 

Selection Process 

The selection panel includes art professionals, citizens, project representatives, and a city representative. 

The panel will select a small group of finalists who’ll be interviewed, given the parameters of the project, 

and provided a stipend for the development of a proposal.   

The Retail and Commercial Development Committee is not required to make selections from these 

submissions, if, in their opinion, qualifications are not appropriate. 

Submission Requirements 

Artist must submit the following via electronic format or hard copy: 

Applicant Information: Complete the questionnaire below. An editable digital version can be provided 
upon request. 

Cover Letter / Statement of Approach: This letter should be no longer than one typed letter-sized page 

using at least 10-point font and 1-inch margins on all sides. This letter should outline your approach to 

public art as well as providing the panel with insights regarding your interest in making art for the City of 

Tonganoxie and the public realm in general; what you bring to the project as an artist; what you would 

hope to gain from this experience; and any other comments that might help to differentiate you as a 

candidate for this program.   

Professional Resume or CV: No longer than 3 pages. Artists working collaboratively must submit a 

resume/CV for each collaboration member. 

Work Samples: (up to 10 images) 

 Please submit examples of artwork that best represent your experience, style, and
ability.  You may also submit images of any other pieces (large scale or otherwise) that best
represent your work over the past 5 years.

 If submitting electronically, JPG or PDF files ONLY, please!  If your artwork necessitates the
inclusion of video files, please use MP4 or MOV files.

 Good quality, no smaller than 3” x 5”  (72 dpi if electronically submitted)

 If submitting digitally, name files according to the following format:

 LastName_01.jpg, LastName_02.jpg, etc.

 If submitting via hard copy, clearly label each photo with your last name and photo number.

 Work Sample List: Include a list of the work samples included in your submission and as
much information about each of the samples as possible (include name/title of piece, year
completed, client name, location, medium, dimensions, process, and any other applicable
and pertinent information).  Image names must match image names on the submissions and
be in the exact same order. If submitting electronically, a thumbnail image adjacent to each
list entry is highly recommended to assure the panel understands what they’re seeing.  Here
is an example of an electronic entry and a hard copy entry:

1. JaneArtist_01.jpg Searching and Finding, 2009, Kansas Arts Council,
123 N. Main Street, Topeka, KS, acrylic on brick, 10’ x 30’ x 4’.

2. Jane Artist, Photo No. 1, Searching and Finding, 2009, Kansas Arts
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Council, 123 N. Main,Topeka, KS, acrylic on brick, 10’ x 30’ x 4’. 

References: Three references with current contact information. 

Please note: If selected as the artist for the Tonganoxie Mural project, the artist must commit to procuring 
liability insurance as part of an executed agreement with the City of Tonganoxie. 

Each artist must label the submission with his or her name or team name and “MURAL 

PREQUALIFICATION PROGRAM”. The Retail and Commercial Development Committee is not 

responsible for distortion or alteration of images as they appear on monitors as projected and will not 

return any submissions. 

Delivery of Submissions 

All required materials must be delivered by 4:30 p.m. on March 13, 2015. 

Submissions may be hand-delivered or mailed to: 

City of Tonganoxie 
Attention: Retail and Commercial Development Committee 
321 S Delaware St. 
Tonganoxie, KS 66086 

Or delivered via e-mail to: 

info@tonganoxie.org 

Please complete the attached page and include with your submission. 
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Applicant Information 

Artist Name:      

Mailing Address:      

City/State/ZIP:      

Day or Mobile Phone:      

Evening or Mobile Phone, if different:      

Email:      

Website:      

Describe your style in no more than 200 words: 

 Execution Information 

If you are a painter, how many hours would it take you to paint two walls in your style; one 16 ft. tall x 20 

ft. wide and the other 11 ft. tall x 26 ft. wide? (assume that the wall has already been sufficiently 

prepared)      

 ____I have experience helping schools and children create a mural. 

 ____I have experience helping coordinate adult volunteers to create a mural. 

 ____I have experience working in a community process to design and produce a mural. 

 Briefly provide an example of how you have incorporated the community in the design

and execution of a mural project.
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Process Information 

Please select all processes you have used to transfer mural designs to the surface of a wall. 

 ____ Graph   ____Grid  _____ Freehand   _____Projection    _____ Scaling  

_____ Other:  (please specify) 

If you are a painter, please select all methods and materials you have used to create a mural from the 

following list: 

  _____Acrylic paint  _____Canvas _____ Large format digital application   ____ Pellon (parachute 

cloth)   _____Sculpture   _____ Spray paint   _____Other:  (please specify) 

Please select all surfaces upon which you have created a mural. 

 ____ Brick     ____Concrete block   _____Metal     _____Wood    _____Vinyl 

 ____ Other: (please specify) 

Please select all equipment you have used to create a mural. 

  ___Boom lift        ____Ladder      ____ Scaffolding     ____ Scissor lift   ______ Other (please specify) 

What is the maximum height you are willing to paint? 

Special Requirements: 

How did you hear about this call?  ________________________________________ 




