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   Roof Purlins & Purlin bracing 
 

 

Purlins shall be sized no less than the required size of the rafters they support. 

 

Braces that support the Purlin shall be no less than 2x4, spaced 4 ft on center. 

 

 (Do not notch 2x4 Purlin bracing, the brace should extend sufficiently past the rafter to provide 

at least 3-10d nails into the rafter. 2x6 bracing or larger may be notched as long as a minimum of 

3.5 inches remains. See attached diagram) 

 

Braces shall extend to bearing walls at no less than a 45 degree angle from the horizontal. 

 

Purlin bracing over 8 ft in length shall be “T” braced or as specified by engineered design. 

 

2003 IRC SECTION 802 

 

The above code requirements are minimum standards. With the use of engineer design as an 

alternate method, than that will become the minimum standard but in no way shall engineer 

design lesson these minimum code requirements.  

 

 

 

 

Thank You, 

 

Jerry Hammerton 

Building Official 

(913) 203-9389 

 

 


