
Purpose of the Code: 

A construction code is intended to be adopted as a legally enforceable document that will safeguard 
health, safety, property and public welfare.  A code cannot be effective without adequate provisions for 
its administration and enforcement.  
 
The International Residential Code establishes a minimum acceptable level of safety. 
 

Scope (R101.2): 
 
The provisions of the International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings shall apply to 
the construction, alterations, movement, enlargement, replacement, repair, equipment, use and 
occupancy, location, removal and demolition of detached one- and two-family dwellings and 
townhouses not more than  three stories in height with separate means of egress and their accessory 
structures. 
 

Duties and Powers of the Building Official (R104): 
 

 The Building Official is responsible for assuring that the homes in which the citizens of the 
community reside are designed and constructed to be reasonably free from hazards associated 
with the building use. 

 The Building Official is appointed by the legislative body of the jurisdiction to serve as the 
employee with the authority and responsibility for the proper administration of the code 
enforcement agency. 

 When interpretation of the code is needed, the building official is the one individual of the 
jurisdiction with the legal authority to interpret the code and determine how the provisions 
should be applied, in both general and specific cases.  

 The building official must receive applications, review construction documents, issue permits, 
conduct inspections and enforce the provisions of the code. 

 This code gives the building official the authority to conduct all required inspections. 

 Used materials, equipment and devices shall not be reused unless approved by the building 
official. 

 
Items required to obtain permit (R106): 

 

 Permit application 

 Contractor’s license information 

 Two sets of construction documents drawn upon suitable material using ¼ scales. 

 One set of approved drawings shall be on site for all inspections. 

 Construction documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature and extent 
of the work proposed and show in detail that it will conform to the provisions of the code and 
zoning laws, ordinances, rules and regulations as determined by the City of Tonganoxie. 

 The construction documents shall include a site plan showing the size and location of all new 
construction and existing structures on the site and distances from lot line. All lot dimensions 
shall be shown on the Site Plan. The distance to property lines must meet any side and rear yard 
setback requirements.   

 


