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City of Tonganoxie 
City Council Meeting Minutes 

10/25/10 
 

The Governing Body of the City of Tonganoxie met in their regularly scheduled session at the 
City Hall Council Chambers on October 25, 2010. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
with roll call showing a quorum and the following members present: Mayor, Jason Ward; 
Councilmembers: Paula Crook, Andy Gilner and Bill Peak. Mike Yanez, City Administrator; 
Kathy Bard, Asst City Administrator/City Clerk and Mike Kelly, City Attorney.  Chris 
Donnelly and Jim Truesdell were absent. 
 
Consent Agenda:   

a) Approval of Minutes –  
 1) Regular Meeting Dated October 11, 2010 
 

b) Consider Approval of Bills - Approve Pay Ordinance A-1643 
 

c) Consider approval of appropriation to Meadows Construction in the amount of 
$38,748.15 for work completed on the 4th Street Phase III project. 

 
Motion by Crook to approve the consent agenda items a through c. Second by Peak. All Ayes. 
Aye 3, except Crook abstained from approving check #33899. Motion carried. 
 
Open Agenda:  The first person to address the council under open agenda was Joann Bierman, 
182nd & State. She said the BPU waterline project tore up her yard, one fence post needs concrete 
and three others need repaired and put back like they found it. Mayor Ward said, the 
Construction Inspection Consultant needs to report to the governing body when contacted by 
citizens in this matter. They directed City Administrator to find out what was happening and 
bring a report back at the next meeting. 
 
Old Business:  The only item under old business was to consider adopting a Resolution that 
updates the job description of the City Superintendent for the City of Tonganoxie. City 
Administrator Mike Yanez stated the suggested additions and clarifications from the last 
meeting, including the residency requirement and certifications preferred, have been added to 
the job description. Councilmember Gilner asked if the job could be filled from within. Yanez 
went over the recent Department Head hiring policy and the option the council has of hiring 
from within or forming a committee. The council directed the City Administrator to form a 
committee at the last meeting. Motion by Gilner to adopt Resolution 10-10-05 adopting the job 
description for the City Superintendent position for the City of Tonganoxie, Kansas. Second by 
Peak. All Ayes. Aye 3. Motion carried. 
 
New Business: The first item on the agenda under new business was the 2010 Tonganoxie 
Water Park Report. Darren Shupe, Pool Manager, gave the report. He began by thanking City 
Hall employees and Lloyd Wisdom, saying the hard work and dedication towards the water 
park are spoken of highly.  He went over the admittance analysis and the revenue and 
expenditure reports.  
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Next on the agenda was Deputy Chief Billy Adcox. He said, in 2004 the City Council approved 
the purchase of two Electronic Control Devices (ECD commonly known as Taser).  The ECD has 
a life expectancy of five to seven years. The cities ECD’s were taken out of service in late August 
due to malfunctioning due to age. He explained the importance of the devices in the protection 
of the City and law enforcement officers. They recommended the purchase of four ECD’s at a 
total cost of $3,259.80 to be paid for from the PD Equipment Reserve Fund. Motion by Crook to 
authorize the purchase of four ECD devices in an amount not to exceed $3,259.80. Second by 
Peak. All Ayes. Aye 3. Motion carried. 
 
Next on the agenda was Police Chief Brandau. He provided the council information on the 
forfeiture of a vehicle that was a result of action in Leavenworth District Court. The statutes 
state that forfeited property can be kept for official use or transfer of ownership to any local law 
enforcement agency. The Police Department is going to dispose of the vehicle via an online 
auction with the proceeds going to the Law Enforcement Forfeiture fund minus the 15% to the 
Leavenworth County Attorney’s Office as required by law. 

Next Brandau told the city council on Monday the community could take action to reduce drug 
problems in the city. Brandau, who started with the department Oct. 4, said he met earlier in the 
day with the state’s methamphetamine coordinator and the director of the county’s drug 
prevention center. They asked that Tonganoxie join a county coalition to address drug use in 
the county. The coalition will first meet Nov. 9 to start development of a risk assessment for the 
county. He asked the council’s support of the effort and that some of the council members 
attend. Brandau suggested the city duplicate the county effort by forming a Tonganoxie 
coalition to address our own concerns and risks. It would be a comprehensive plan that the city 
and its partners, such as the school district, shared and kept active.  

Next, there was a motion by Crook to schedule a special meeting for the purpose of a new 
councilmember orientation session to be held November 1, 2010 at 6:00pm. Second by Gilner. 
All Ayes Aye 3. Motion carried. 
 
Next on the agenda was the Recreation Commission request to award a bid for rehab of TRC1, 
the large baseball field on the Recreation Commission property. The Director was unable to 
attend so in his absence Bard went over the request, explaining to the new councilmembers that 
the City was involved in this process as a conduit for the loan as Recreation Commissions were 
unable to issue debt. The loan was issued as part of an interlocal agreement with the Recreation 
Commission, USD 464 and the City. Because the City is the conduit of the loan, the City’s 
procurement policies must be followed. This is the first rehab to this infield in over twenty-five 
years. The infield now holds water and does not lean itself to sufficient drainage. On October 21 
the Recreation Commission considered bids for the rehab of the field.  Bids were Gametime Turf 
$11,055.00 and LeRoy’s Sports Fields $12,520.00. After consideration the Commission 
recommends the Council accept the bid from Gametime. Councilman Gilner was interested in 
why this could not be accomplished cheaper with volunteer labor. Mayor Ward said the laser 
grading equipment was probably why the work was contracted. They requested a follow up 
explanation from Director Parker. Motion by Crook to direct the Recreation Commission to 
award the contract to Gametime in an amount not to exceed $11,055.00 for the rehab of TRC1. 
Second by Peak. All Ayes. Aye 3. Motion carried. 
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Next Mayor Ward proclaimed the week of October 23 to October 31, 2010 as “Red Ribbon 
Week.” He encourages all citizens, businesses, public and private agencies, media, religious and 
education institutions to wear and display red ribbons and participate in drug-free activities 
throughout the week, joining the rest of the state in promoting the Red Ribbon Celebration and 
a drug free America. 
 
Next Jason Ward proposed a once every two month “Progress Tonganoxie” meeting to prevent 
good ideas from stalling because of lack of communication. The council agreed this was a good 
idea. Ward suggested the council invite different community oriented groups, such as the 
Tonganoxie Chamber of Commerce, the Downtown Retail Committee, Team Tongie or others, 
to meet with the council. He suggested Progress Tonganoxie would be once every two months 
one hour before a regularly scheduled council meeting. The meetings would be more conducive 
to the sharing of ideas than the few minutes visitors are allowed to speak at the beginning of 
council meetings. Peak agreed saying his experience as head of the Downtown Retail 
Committee has shown him the need for such gatherings.  
 
On the council agenda Peak commented that the discussion by Donnelly at the last meeting 
concerning the level of debt the City has and a request for a copy of the CIP with an overlay of 
the impact on the debt was a good idea and should be provided. 
 
Next, there was a Motion by Crook to enter into an executive session at 8:50 PM for ten minutes 
to discuss a matter that pertains to non-elected personnel and request City Administrator, Mike 
Yanez, Asst City Administrator, Kathy Bard and Police Chief, Jeffery Brandau attend the 
executive session, to return at 9:00 PM. Second by Gilner. All Ayes. Aye 3. Motion carried. 
Motion by Crook to exit executive session and reconvene with the regularly scheduled meeting 
at 9:00 PM. No items were discussed other than that mentioned and no votes were taken. 
Second by Gilner. All Ayes. Aye 3. Motion carried. 
 
With no further business to discuss, there was a motion by Crook to adjourn. Second by Peak. 
Motion carried. All Ayes. Aye 3. Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kathy Y. Bard 
Asst. City Administrator/City Clerk  
 
 
 
 


