
   

 

TONGANOXIE PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES 

January 6, 2011 

 
Call to Order – The Planning Commission met on January 6, 2011 for a regularly scheduled 

session. Chairman Joel Skelley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Commissioners present 

were Cody Edwards, Robert Bieniecki, Joel Skelley, John Morgan and Rick Pruden. 

Commissioner Joshua Mast was absent.  

 

Robert Bieniecki, 300 W. Washington St was introduced and welcomed as the new Planning 

Commissioner. He is filling the unexpired term of Bill Peak. Robert’s  term will expire in 2013. 

 

Approval of Minutes–The Commissioners approved the minutes from the December 2, 2010 

meeting. All ayes - 5 

 

Old Business - None 

 

Agenda Items –  

4a. Sign Permit Review – West Haven Baptist Church 

A request to allow an electronic message board on an existing sign for West Haven Baptist 

Church located at 1000 West Street was reviewed. Mike Yanez, City Administrator, reviewed 

background information, Zoning Ordinances and recommendations as presented in the memo 

prepared by Kevin Kokes, Planning Consultant, dated January 6, 2011. The Commissioners 

discussed the zoning regulations, the size and the message display area as proposed in the sign 

permit application.  

 Rick Pruden made a motion to recommend approval of the Sign Permit subject to 

conditions 2a. and 2b. in the memo dated September 2, 2010.  

 Robert Bieniecki seconded the motion. 

 Roll Call Vote was taken. Cody Edwards, aye; Robert Bieniecki, aye; Joel Skelley, aye; 

John Morgan, abstain; Rick Pruden; aye.  

 Motion carried aye 4 and 1 abstain. 

 

The motion includes the following conditions: 

2a. In accordance with Section 25-021.D of the City of Tonganoxie Zoning Ordinance, the 

electronic message sign shall not include animation, or include messages that are animated, 

moving, flashing, blinking, reflecting, revolving and/or rotating. 

 

2b. No increase in the size or height of the monument sign shall be permitted, except as allowed 

by the Zoning Ordinance.  

 

4b. Review Honorary Street Name Policy 

Mike Yanez reviewed the memo prepared by Kevin Kokes, dated January 6, 2011.  He reviewed 

the background information regarding honorary street names, the 2004 draft of the street naming 

and addressing policy, the KCMO Ordinance regarding honorary street names and some 

examples of honorary street signs. The commissioners discussed the information presented and 

recommended review by a sign committee and planning commission was not necessary and 

suggested the applications should go directly to the City Council for approval after staff review.  

The 2004 Street Naming Policy should be reviewed, updated and adopted by the Planning 

Commission and City Council before any applications for Honorary Street names are approved. 

The commissioners would like the word vanity changed to honorary in the street naming policy 

and application. The commissioners directed staff to prepare a Street Naming and Addressing 

Policy and a Policy and Application for Honorary Signs for further consideration.  



 

 

 

 

 

4c. Discuss LEED for Neighborhood Development Webinars 

Mike Yanez stated BWR has access to a three-part webinar series about the LEED for 

Neighborhood Development rating system until April 2011. The Commissioner’s reviewed the 

webinar descriptions and decided to view Green Communities: Bringing Smart Growth and New 

Urbanism into LEED at the February 3
rd

 meeting.  

  

4d. Review for Leavenworth County – Bed & Breakfast Special Use Permit 

Mike Yanez reviewed a memo requesting comment and an application for a special use permit 

from Leavenworth County Planning Commission. The application is for a Bed and Breakfast 

facility. The property is located outside Tonganoxie City limits but is within the Tonganoxie 

Urban Growth Management Area. He explained due to time restraints, staff prepared a letter of 

approval from the City of Tonganoxie. The commissioners reviewed the letter and agreed with 

the approval of the special use permit for the bed and breakfast at 20662 Honey Creek Rd.  

 

5.  Open Agenda 

 

6.  General Information 

 

With no further business to discuss, there was a motion by John Morgan to adjourn. Second 

by Rick Pruden. Motion carried, 5 Ayes. Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 
 

Minutes Approved: ________   
     _______________________________________ 
      
                         Submitted by:  Patty Hagg 


